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On the evening of June 30, the Salvadoran military announced sweeping command changes,
reportedly as part of an effort to revitalize the war against the rebels. In interviews on July 2,
unnamed military sources told the Washington Post that the changes mark the consolidation in
power of the colonels of the 1966 graduating class of officers, known as the Tandona ("big class").
Many younger officers are angry, perceiving the move as the colonels' personal power grab blocking
others' chances for promotion. Two of the Army's five generals were moved out, and more than
30 senior officers were transferred, promoted or retired. One of the generals was Rinaldo Golcher,
public security undersecretary. "These changes are comparable in scope to those of 1983, when
what we achieved was a more dynamic Army," said chief of staff Gen. Adolfo Blandon. Blandon
is expected to retire in December, and will likely be replaced by Col. Rene Emilio Ponce, the
undisputed leader of the Tandona and current commander of the Army's 3rd Brigade in eastern
San Miguel department. Officials and diplomats cited by the Post said the officers now running
the war promise to be more aggressive in fighting the rebels, allowing less room for a negotiated
settlement and increased military independence from the civilian government. Col. Benjamin
Canjura, a member of the Tandona, told foreign journalists: "Our idea is to work 100 percent and
win the war...To our thinking, if some of the officers are not working well, we must send them
home to rest. Everyone has to work to end the war and not just occupy a post to win medals and
honors and political influence." One of the most influential colonels in the Tandona, after requesting
anonymity, told the New York Times: "I don't understand why the civilian political leaders can't
put themselves in accord and offer a joint plan of national recovery to fight the war. We are losing
the confidence of the people while they bicker." Many of the outgoing officers were closely tied to
the US-backed model of building a functioning democracy in El Salvador while conducting a "lowintensity conflict" to isolate the guerrillas and "winning the hearts" of the civilian population. As a
result of the command changes, the Tandona holds five of the six prestigious brigade commands;
five of the seven military detachments; the three security forces; the intelligence, operations and
personnel posts in the high command; and numerous other key slots. Tandona members have
recently spoken out publicly against the civilian government. Military sources say that the Tandona
would like to remove Defense Minister Gen. Carlos Eugenio Vides Casanova as well as Blandon, but
that he is likely to remain in the post until President Jose Napoleon Duarte's administration ends in
June 1989. (Basic data from New York Times, Washington Post, 07/03/88)
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